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Introduction 

Under the direction of the Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, the National Roads Authority (NRA) has been 
tasked with the delivery of the first long-distance off-road cycle-route in Ireland between Galway and Maynooth. 
Upon completion, this project will deliver a substantial component of the first cross-country national greenway from 
Galway to Dublin.  

The overall vision for the project is to 

“Develop a world class traffic free trail from Dublin to Galway which is of a scale and singularity that will allow Ireland 
to tap in to the growing tourism market for cycling” 

This corridor selection report concentrates on the Galway City to Oranmore section of the route and chooses a 
preferred corridor within which the final route will be developed.  

Constraints and Opportunities 

Within this study area, constraints and opportunities which may affect the development of a route are identified. 
These constraints relate to both the natural and built environments and serve to inform the selection of a number of 
potential corridors within which the final route alignment will be selected.  

The natural environment includes the topography of the study area. In this case the topography is relatively flat and 
therefore does not pose much of a constraint for the proposed greenway. Fin the results of a Fáilte Ireland survey 
on cycling tourism (2013), it was noted that landscape was one of the most important features of a greenway; hence 
the landscape of the study area was examined and rated. 

The built environment was also examined, which includes architectural and cultural heritage, and archaeology. The 
design of the greenway will need to carefully consider the balance between the attraction of a site of conservation as 
an amenity, while minimising the impact on such a site so as to avoid any negative impact or degradation. 

The existing road and rail network was reviewed, as well as public transport availability. Finally the towns, villages 
and amenities were reviewed to assess the facilities offered to potential users of the greenway. It is important that 
the route offers opportunities to stop for a break and get something to eat and drink at regular intervals. In this way it 
will appeal to a wider spectrum of walkers and cyclists, young and old, experienced and inexperienced. 

Corridor Options and Assessment  

This process identified three corridors of interest between Galway City and Oranmore. Assessment criteria were 
developed to provide a qualitative assessment of the suitability of each of these three corridors. The criteria are as 
follows: 

1. Landscape and Visual (Attractions and Potential Impacts) 

2. Flora & Fauna (Attractions and Potential Impacts) 

3. Cultural Heritage and Visitor Attractions (Attractions and Potential Impacts) 

4. Connectivity and Accessibility to Local Amenities 

5. User Safety 

6. Cost 

7. Physical Constraints 

8. Material Assets, Human Beings. 

A range of scoring of between -3 and +3 was developed to quantify each of the corridors on the eight criteria with a 
score of -3 representing a highly negative effect on that criterion and +3 being highly positive. 
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Figure ES1: Corridor Options from Galway City to Oranmore 

This assessment process showed that of the three proposed corridors, the Southern Corridor was the most positive 
in terms of the degree to which it meets most of the selected assessment criteria. However, upon further analysis 
and initial public consultation, the possibility of bringing the route via Roscam was ruled out, based on the number of 
individual private landowners the route would impact. From this a new emerging preferred option was identified, 
which is made up of various elements of the original three routes.  
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Figure ES2: Emerging Preferred Corridor Option from Galway City to Oranmore 

 
A summary assessment matrix which shows the score which each of the four corridors received against the 
selection criteria is provided within the report. The exact routing within this corridor will be subject to further 
consultation and assessment.  

Landowners are encouraged to share their feedback on the proposed scheme.  Through sharing this feedback it 
should be possible to weave a route which respects field boundaries and minimises any potential impacts on 
existing land holdings.  Contact details for feedback are as follows: 

 

 

 

 

Galway Dublin Greenway 
Galway Project Office 

Galway County Council 
Corporate House 

Ballybrit Business Park 
Co Galway 

Tel: 091 – 509594 
www.galwaytodublincycleway.ie 
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1.1 Background 

Under direction from the Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, the National Roads Authority (NRA) has been 
tasked with the delivery of a long-distance greenway between Galway and Maynooth. Upon completion, this project 
will deliver a substantial part of the first cross-country national greenway from Galway to Dublin.  The concept of the 
greenway is to be similar in character to the Great Western Greenway in Mayo. It is anticipated that the greenway 
will have significant potential to be marketed internationally and attract new tourists who may want to walk or cycle 
across Ireland. 

The NRA has commissioned Roughan & O’Donovan-AECOM to progress the preliminary design and statutory 
process for this proposed off-road cycle corridor between Galway and Maynooth. This corridor selection report 
concentrates on the section of the route between Galway City and Oranmore.  

1.2 Policy 

1.2.1 DTTAS Policy Statement 2014 

In May 2014 the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport issued the vision, policy and objectives of the Galway to 
Dublin Greenway:  

Vision 

Develop a segregated cycle and walking trail of international standard, extending from Dublin City to Galway which is 
of a scale that will allow Ireland to harness the potential of an identified growing tourism market for cycling. This 
corridor will form part of an interconnected national cycle network of high quality, traffic free, inter urban corridors, 
which will establish Ireland as a quality international tourism destination for a broad range of associated recreational 
activities and pursuits. 

Policy 

To provide a segregated, substantially off-road cycle route from Dublin City to Clifden via Galway City, utilising where 
possible existing and approved routes and disused railway line corridors and to require regional and local authorities 
to incorporate appropriate policies to facilitate the implementation of this cycle route. The development of the route 
shall be subject to the requirements of Habitats and Environmental Impact Assessment Directives. Where State 
lands are not available, land will be acquired in order to secure the use of the infrastructure for future years, thereby 
securing the State’s investment. 

Objectives 

• Establish a cycleway route connecting Dublin to Clifden via Galway City which is segregated from 
vehicular traffic and is safe, attractive and comfortable. 

• Maximise the value of existing infrastructure including canal towpaths, disused railway lines and state 
owned lands. 

• Secure permanent access to the entire route through land acquisition if necessary. 

• Develop a tourism experience that caters for a broad range of users in key tourism markets. 

• Route to be designed and built to international best practice and in accordance with adopted standards. 

• Maximise the value of existing and proposed investment in key tourism destinations. 

• Facilitate regular access to visitor attractions and services along the route. 

1 Introduction 
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• Facilitate connections with public transport hubs which will provide access to the route from bus and rail. 

• Provide frequent connections to towns, tourism facilities, natural amenities and other attractions in 
proximity to the route in collaboration with local communities and tourism providers. 

• Generate ongoing economic benefits for rural and urban areas along the route. 

• Maximise the number of potential commuter, leisure and tourist users. 

• Facilitate the achievement of smarter travel targets for sustainable travel. 

• Market and promote the cycleway internationally. 

• Provide comprehensive corridor signage, mapping and distinct branding to international standards. 

• Provide for maintenance of the route and monitoring of patterns of use. 

• Create an economic stimulus for growth in the national and local economy, providing opportunities for 
new and existing businesses and communities. 

1.2.2 Fáilte Ireland Strategy for the Development of Irish Cycle Tourism 2007  

Fáilte Ireland produced a Strategy for the Development of Irish Cycle Tourism in 2007 which 
observed that cycle tourism had been declining in Ireland since 2000.  

The strategy also referenced a research project conducted by the market research company 
MORI in 2005 which found, among other things, that: 

• Cycling on Irish roads is not perceived to be safe – cyclists face dangerous 
bends, fast cars, intimidating HGVs, more traffic and higher speeds 

• There are very few, if any, traffic-free routes to cater for touring cyclists wanting 
to leave the cities to discover the countryside or for families who wish to 
participate in cycling. 

The purpose of the strategy is to determine how best to renew the popularity of cycling in Ireland, how to encourage 
visitors to come to cycle in Ireland, and how to ensure that cycle tourism can generate visitor spend in rural areas. It 
proposed a 3,000km (approx.) long cycle network running from Donegal along the west, south and south-east coasts 
and continuing along the east coast as far as the Northern Ireland border. 

The Strategy identified the following needs of cycle tourists: 

• Safe places to cycle 

• Consideration of cyclists from other road users 

• Attractive routes with good scenery 

• Well-connected and signposted routes and destinations avoiding long detours 

• Opportunities to visit local attractions and specific places of interest 

• Food, accommodation and refreshments available at intervals corresponding to comfortable distances 
for stopping off / overnight stops. 

1.2.3 National Cycle Policy Framework 2009–2020 

Ireland's National Cycle Policy Framework, 2009–2020 (NCPF) recognises the need to support and encourage all 
types of cycling, including recreational and tourist cycling.  
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With reference to the Strategy document produced by Fáilte Ireland, Objective 3 of the NCPF is to: 

• Provide designated rural signed cycle networks providing especially for visitors and recreational 
cycling. 

Supporting policies of this Objective are to: 

• Construct the National Cycle Network (NCN) as identified in the 2007 Strategy for the Development of 
Irish Cycle Tourism 

• Carry out further research and surveying work in order to expand the network to include rural 
recreational corridors around urban areas and to connect major urban areas. We will pay special 
attention to the opportunities of using both the extensive disused rail network and canal / river tow-
path networks as cycling / walking routes. In expanding the network, we will examine the recent UK 
experiences of the construction of their networks. 

1.2.4 National Cycle Network Scoping Study 2009 

In August 2009 the Minister of Transport tasked the National Roads Authority with completing a Scoping Study for a 
National Cycle Network. An advisory group, under the auspices of the National Trails Advisory Committee and with 
members such as Fáilte Ireland, Waterways Ireland and Coillte, was set up.  

The vision defined by the advisory group was to: 

Develop a National Cycle Network that will allow users to cycle between the main urban areas throughout the 
country. The network will be built to best practice standard, follow corridors that maximise the number of 
potential users and its attractiveness to users, facilitate access for all, and ensure that short and long trips can 
be engaged in. The National Cycle Network Scoping Study routes will, where possible, avail of existing 
corridors and State-owned lands, share use with walking and form the basis for linkages to more 
comprehensive rural and urban local networks. 

The Scoping Study was published in August 2010.  The study identifies thirteen potential route corridors between 
urban centres of a population of 10,000 and upwards that could make up a National Cycle Network. The potential 
network identified in the scoping study is approximately 2,000km in length. The proposed NCN overlaps with 
1,600km of the cycle network proposed by Fáilte Ireland in 2007. It is envisaged that the identified route corridors will 
provide a skeleton around which routes should develop nationwide, with potential for links into and between the 
routes, particularly where existing infrastructure allows cost-effective delivery. Figure 1.1 below illustrates this 
network. 
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Figure 1.1 National Cycle Network Proposed in National Cycle Network Scoping 
Study (NRA 2009) 
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The Scoping Study states that the next step for the National Cycle Network project could be to select a major route 
corridor (e.g. Galway-Dublin corridor) or a segment of the route corridor (e.g. Athlone-Dublin as part of the Galway-
Dublin corridor) and to carry out a feasibility study and route selection study. This would identify the route options 
available within the corridor, outline criteria for selecting between route options, make a recommendation on the 
preferred route, and identify the standard to which this route should be delivered. This study would also identify the 
potential for, and challenges of, using existing infrastructure such as abandoned railways, canal towpaths, and State 
owned lands. 

Such a route selection report would indicate the specific design standard proposed for each section of the route e.g. 
off-road cycleways, cycle trails remote from traffic (greenways) or on-road cycle routes. The cost associated with the 
delivery of each of the different route types/standards would be compared. Carrying out such a study would result in 
a detailed costing and implementation plan for the delivery of the selected route corridor, and provide a template for 
delivery of other route sections. 

1.2.5 National Cycle Manual 2011 

The National Cycle Manual was published by the National Transport Authority in 2011. It 
embraces the Principles of Sustainable Safety, which aim to create a safe traffic 
environment for all road users including cyclists. The Manual challenges planners and 
engineers to incorporate cycling within transport networks more proactively than before. It 
identifies five primary needs of cyclists which should be taken into account when any 
infrastructure incorporating cyclists is being developed. These are: 

• Road Safety 

• Coherence 

• Directness 

• Attractiveness 

• Comfort. 

1.2.6 The European Cycle Corridor Network EuroVelo 2012 

The European Cyclists’ Federation (ECF) is an umbrella federation for national cycling 
organisations throughout Europe. The European Cycle Corridor Network (EuroVelo) 
incorporates existing and planned national and regional cycle routes into a single European 
network. The ECF issued a study of the EuroVelo in 2012 (Revised from 2009).  

EuroVelo looks at long-distance cycle routes for tourism, which is the key objective of this 
Dublin to Galway corridor. One of the key objectives of the EuroVelo policy is to offer 
sustainable tourism development, which means: 

Long-distance cycle route design should embrace the principles of sustainable tourism 
development; cycle tourism planners need to be aware of the need to conserve natural 
assets, to enhance community competences and capabilities and for the need for tourism 
providers to minimise use of resources and output of waste and pollution. Transport to a 
corridor can be one of the main negative environmental impacts and the route design has to be cognisant of this in 
terms of offering attractive near to home travel and integration of rail, coach and ferry transfers for longer distances. 

The report highlights the key motivations for cycling, which include health reasons, taking relaxation and learning 
something about an area. In terms of route characteristic the most important factors are safety, ease of use, route 
variety and accommodation/catering. Interestingly, of lesser importance are access to public transport, corridor 
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network density and information material. This coincides with the results of the market research conducted by Fáilte 
Ireland (Section 1.2.7). The guiding principles for cycle corridor development, which are the same principles outlined 
in the National Cycle Manual, are: 

• Safety: a route that minimises danger for cyclists, pedestrians and other users and gives a feeling of 
security 

• Coherence: a continuous route with a distinct and identifiable character, integrated with local roads, 
and cycle paths 

• Directness: a route that avoids unnecessary detours, although it may detour to visit special 
landscapes or sites of interest 

• Attractiveness: a route that complements and enhances its environment in such a way that cycling is  
attractive 

• Comfort: a route that enables a comfortable flow of cycle traffic and is easy to use. 

EuroVelo also sets out criteria for route selection, based on long-distance trans-European routes. The guidance 
states that the route should:  

• Connect towns, pass through town centres and connect to important railway stations 

• Join together existing long-distance cycle routes and utilise existing stretches of other cycle routes 

• Be able to stimulate physical activity, environmental awareness and international contact throughout 
Europe 

• While being reasonably direct, pass through as many countries as possible 

• Incorporate especially attractive cycling areas 

• Avoid uninteresting or monotonous stretches wherever possible. 

In line with the five guiding principles stated above a EuroVelo route should also: 

• Be consistent in terms of user safety 

• Have consistent surfacing and avoid frequent changes between materials 

• Plan for safety, speed and comfort standards acceptable for cyclists with fully laden cycles and cycles 
of different types 

• Be adequately signed to guide visiting tourists 

• Have accommodation and refreshment facilities available at regular intervals 

• Guarantee a memorable cycling experience wherever possible 

• Be accompanied by up-to-date and reliable information aimed at visitors, as well as local users, and 
including information on local laws and customs. 

1.2.7 Fáilte Ireland Market Cycling and Walking Research 2013 

In 2013 Fáilte Ireland surveyed just over 15,000 people in Ireland and in the four key overseas markets of Britain, 
France, Germany and the Netherlands. These were people who had participated in cycling whilst on holidays within 
the last two years and would consider doing so in Ireland within the next three years. The group was asked about the 
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types of things which make up a good cycling destination and the types of trails they like to use when cycling on 
holiday.   

Respondents to this market research identified traffic-free cycling and safety of the cycle corridor as the most 
important attributes of a tourism cycle route after a beautiful landscape and scenery. The full rankings of route 
attributes were as follows:  

Table 1.1 Fáilte Ireland Survey Results 

No. Attribute 
% respondents 

ranking the 
attribute in top 5 

1 Beautiful landscape / scenery  86% 

2 Traffic-free cycling  54% 

3 Safety of cycle routes  51% 

4 Attractive cities / towns  51% 

5 Access to towns / villages  49% 

6 Wilderness / away from it all  44% 

7 Choice of route distances / terrain  37% 

8 Range of other things to see and do  40% 

9 Frequency / distance between facilities (i.e. food, restrooms etc)  30% 

10 Level of difficulty / grade / classification assigned  27% 

11 Availability of suitable accommodation  30% 

12 Breakdown / puncture repair facilities  19% 

13 Good public transport links  16% 

14 Bike transfer services between towns  13% 

 

The results of this research indicate that route directness is not a critical factor in the provision of a satisfactory cycle 
route. Beautiful landscapes and safe, traffic-free routes with good connections to towns and villages are rated highly.  
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1.3 Project Vision and Aims 

The National Cycle Network Advisory Group, which is made up of key interested bodies (Irish Sports Council, Failte 
Ireland and the NRA) have outlined an overall vision for the project. 

Develop a world class traffic-free trail from Dublin to Galway which is of a scale and singularity that will allow Ireland 
to tap in to the growing tourism market for cycling. 

The Aims of the overall project are as follows: 

• Provide a shared cycleway that is safe, attractive, coherent and comfortable 

• Provide a consistent ‘quality of service’ along the route through minimising/eliminating shared running 
with road traffic 

• Develop the most cost-efficient route that maximises the use of available public land and existing 
transport infrastructure 

• Minimise gradients to facilitate access by all user categories 

• Maximise the value of existing and proposed investment by Fáilte Ireland in key tourism destinations 

• Provide a coherent signage and interpretation plan for all users to bring the experience alive 

• Provide frequent connections to small towns at distances of ideally no more than 20km apart, which 
provide basic facilities such as food, toilets and local shops 

• Provide connections to large towns at distances of between 50km and 70km apart, which provide 
more comprehensive offerings of retail outlets, bicycle repair, overnight accommodation and public 
transport access 

• Facilitate regular access to visitor attractions and activities along the route, either located adjacent to 
the route, or accessible via a short detour (in this regard, the alignment of the route should be such 
that the number of unnecessary detours would be minimised) 

• Provide a route that can facilitate combined use by cyclists and pedestrians in a safe environment, 
particularly in areas where high levels of mixed activity are anticipated 

• Facilitate connections with public transport hubs which will provide access to and from the trail, 
including bus stops and railway stations, along with key transport hubs in Maynooth and Galway 

• Develop the route around key access points where day-visitor facilities are provided, including 
shower/toilet facilities, car parking, public transport hubs and shopping/eating. 

1.4 Physical Character of the Facility 

In order to meet the Vision outlined above it is proposed that the route will be of a greenway standard along most of 
its length. A greenway is an entirely traffic-free route designed exclusively for the use of pedestrian and cyclists. The 
character of the route is generally low-key in terms of its impact on the overall landscape of an area and its 
environmental effects. The Galway-Dublin Greenway will consist of a narrow pathway (generally 3m in width) that will 
meander across the terrain avoiding houses and farmyards. The greenway will follow the natural topography with few 
earthworks for cuttings and embankments, unlike a road or a railway, which have demanding geometric design 
constraints.  

Suitable horizontal curvature for cyclists need only be 25m in radius to facilitate a maximum speed of 30km/h or 
lower where appropriate, with a minimum radius of 4m facilitating 10km/h. Gradients should preferably not exceed 
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3% but may be relaxed to 5%, or an absolute maximum of 10%. As the greenway corridor lies across the Midlands of 
Ireland, which is generally flat, the terrain will not present a challenge for the design. 

The route planning of the greenway will seek to follow in so far as possible field boundaries and land-holding 
boundaries to avoid disturbance to farming activity. Since the geometry of the facility is very flexible, the route should 
have minimal severance or agricultural impact, apart from the loss of the small area of land forming the footprint of 
the project.  

Depending on the nature of the agricultural activity in the field being crossed, the greenway may or may not be 
fenced along each side. If required, standard timber post and wire fencing will be provided. 

 

 

Photo 1.1: Example of the Great Western Greenway in Mayo, unfenced across a sheep grazing field, and 
with animal grid at the entry point. 

The greenway will be constructed as a 3m wide path made from a bituminous surface to provide a high quality finish 
for cyclists, overlaying a granular sub-base and capping (gravel) layer where necessary. The total construction 
thickness will range from 20cm on stiff ground up to 500cm on soft ground. Construction of the greenway will involve 
removal of the topsoil layer to a depth of typically 15cm and build-up of the gravel thickness to a level of up to 35cm 
above surrounding ground level. The excavated topsoil will then be placed on the sides of the greenway to provide a 
1m wide verge and slope back down to ground level. The overall width of the earthworks will therefore be 
approximately 5m to 7m.  

In some cases where the ground level is sloping laterally across the corridor, some small amount of further 
earthworks will be required to provide a level area for the pavement with associated cut and fill slopes to the side. 
Thus the overall footprint could increase to perhaps 10m wide. Drainage of the greenway will simply be over the 
edge onto the adjoining ground where the rainwater will infiltrate as in the original greenfield situation. In some 
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places, where necessary, a shallow drainage ditch may be provided to prevent surface water from flowing over the 
greenway from the surrounding ground. 

Other aspects of the facility will be sensitively designed, such as signs and posts and access control gates, if 
required. The Great Western Greenway provides a great example of such features using timber as the basic material 
to fit in with the environment. 

 

Photo 1.2: Example of well designed shelter and information board with 
interesting sculpture on the Great Western Greenway, in Co.Mayo. 

 



 

Constraints and Opportunities 
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2.1 Study Area 

The study area between Galway City and Oranmore is illustrated in the figure below. The study area incorporates 
lands either side of the Old Dublin Road (now R338 or Coast Road), along part of the R446 also, and extends as far 
as the coastline of Galway Bay.    

 

Figure 2.1 Study Area 

 

2.2 The Natural Environment 

2.2.1 Visual & Landscape  

Within the Galway City Development Plan, there are a number of views of special amenity value and interest 
noted. These views give a strong sense of place and significantly enhance local amenities. Views include the 
coastline, rivers/loughs, and rural countryside and skyline. There are two types of view, panoramic and linear, 
with panoramic views allowing expansive views over a landscape while linear views look towards a particular 
landscape observed from a specific location.  

 

 

2 Constraints and Opportunities 
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Photograph 2.1 Views of Galway Bay at Roscam 
 

Views relevant to the study area include the following. 

Panoramic Views 

1. Seascape views of Lough Atalia from Lough Atalia Road, College Road, Dublin Road and Lakeshore Drive. 

2. Seascape views of Galway Bay from the old Dublin Road to the City boundary. 

3. Views toward the sea at Roscam. 

Linear Views 

1. Seascape views of Galway Bay from Kingston Road. 

2. Seascape views of Galway Bay at Ballyloughaun from south of the railway bridge. 

3. Views towards Galway Bay from Hawthorn Drive, Renmore. 

4. Seascape views from Military Walk, Renmore. 

5. Views towards River Corrib from junction of St. Bridget’s Place with St. Bridget’s Terrace. 

A landscape character assessment for the entire county has been previously carried out and included in the most 
recent version of the Galway County Development Plan 2015-2021. The Landscape Sensitivity Map of Galway 
County Development Plan identifies the value of the landscapes in any given part of the county and ranks their 
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attractiveness on a descending scale of Outstanding, High, Medium and Low. A short section of the route corridors 
lay within the Galway County boundary from Oranmore to Roscam. This has been rated High in terms of landscape 
sensitivity.   

As a means of differentiating the corridors in terms of the quality of the landscapes and visual attractions, a 
landscape assessment was commissioned for the study area from the Paul Hogarth Company. This assessment 
was based on a number of criteria, including the general views, “wow” factor views (views rated 7/10 and above in 
the landscape assessment).  

The assessment set out to determine whether the views from the route are predominantly good quality (i.e. avoiding 
areas that would undermine the overall impression) and importantly are they dramatic, memorable and diverse (and 
photogenic). Included in this assessment was the possibility to see interesting places, such as designated areas, 
which might offer potential wildlife views, visitor attractions and the connection to existing facilities, towns and 
villages.  
Results of the assessment showed that the coastal route contained the highest number of “wow” views, with 
Ballyloughaun Beach and Roscam Point scoring 7/10. The northern route, along the road network, scored lowest, 
with the views dominated by road junctions and urban streets.  
 

 
Photograph 2.2 Ballyloughaun Beach Path 
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Photograph 2.3 Traffic dominated route at Skerritt Roundabout 

 

2.2.2 Rivers and Streams (Volume B Maps River & Streams) 

Information on rivers, lakes and streams was obtained from Galway County Council and Open Street Map 2011. In 
addition, information relating to historic flooding was also obtained from the OPW and Galway County Council. This 
section of the report considers the physical nature of the rivers/streams/lakes within the study area. 
There are a number of significant water bodies within the study area.  Galway Bay forms the southern boundary for 
most of the study area.  Lough Atalia and the River Corrib are other significant water bodies within the study area.  
Lough Atalia is a salt-water lagoon lying between Galway City and Renmore on the east. It is a relatively 
underutilised amenity with the exception of some sail boat training. There is a circular walking facility provided 
around the Lough, with access for pedestrians across the railway bridge, at the mouth of the lagoon.  
The River Corrib bisects Galway City, running from north to south, from Lough Corrib. This river is just inside the 
study area. It is a well used amenity, with kayaking, rowing and fishing taking place here.  
The study area is liable to flooding in parts due to low-lying lands, as well as other constraints, including engineering 
and the built environment, with heavy rainfall and coastal or fluvial events causing problems for the area. Major 
flooding was last seen in Galway City and County in 2009.  
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Photograph 1.2 Lough Atalia with footpath 

2.2.3 Ecology (Volume B Maps Ecology) 

This section identifies key ecological constraints, which include designated sites and features of ecological 
significance which may influence the identification of a suitable route corridor. This section was informed by a 
desktop assessment of available ecological databases and mapping within the study area. Detailed maps are 
provided in Volume B Maps Ecology. 
In order to protect our ecological resources a number of sites have been designated which are representative of 
habitats and species of conservation interest and include RAMSAR Sites and Natura 2000 Sites: Special Protection 
Areas (SPAs) and Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs).  

 

• RAMSAR sites are designated wetland sites of international importance which are protected under the 
RAMSAR convention of which Ireland is one of 160 Contracting Parties. The convention embodies the 
commitments of its member countries to maintain the ecological character of wetlands of international 
importance and to ensure sustainable use of all wetlands within the country.  

• NHAs are nationally designated areas for habitats, species and geology that are of conservation interest. In 
addition to the 150 designated NHAs in Ireland, there are also a large number of proposed NHAs.  

• SACs are prime wildlife areas considered important both nationally and internationally. Special Areas of 
Conservation are designated under the Habitats Directive and form part of Natura 2000, a network of 
protected areas throughout Europe that require particular measures to conserve them. Within these areas 
certain habitats and species which are listed as the qualifying interest must be protected.  
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• In Ireland and Europe, the areas of lands protected primarily for wild birds are known as Special Protection 
Areas (SPAs) and are included with the Natura 2000 network.  

There is a significant amount of overlap between all designations and many sites hold more than one designation.  

Table 2.1 Designated Environmental Areas within Study Area 

Name Type 

Lough Corrib SPA 

Inner Galway Bay SPA 

Cregganna March SPA 

Lough Corrib SAC 

Galway Bay Complex SAC 

Inner Galway Bay RAMSAR 

Cregganna Marsh NHA 

Lough Corrib NHA 

Galway Bay Complex NHA 

Galway Bay Complex pNHA 

The ecological constraints within the study area have been identified and mapped. Based on the information 
available, it is clear that the study area has a number of important ecological sites and receptors. The design of a 
greenway needs to avoid any degradation to these designated areas.  

2.2.4 Geology & Hydrogeology 

There are two main types of bedrock within the study area. To the west of the River Corrib, the bedrock is generally 
granite, whilst to the east the bedrock is limestone. The granite geology is generally acidic and poorly drained, while 
the limestone geology is alkaline and porous. The land cover is generally classed as urban, with pasture land 
recorded towards the sea edge.  

The soil type is generally made soil in the city, with a grey brown podzolic/brown earth outside the city. 
Hydrogeology involves the movement and distribution of water within soils and bedrocks. Due to its position in the 
earth and, depending on the depth of the water table, groundwater can be vulnerable to infiltration and pollution from 
the surrounding environment. Within the Development Plan areas along the coast have been rated as ‘extreme 
vulnerability’ areas. Slightly inland ‘high’ ratings have been recorded.  

2.2.5 Bogs and Woodlands (Volume B Maps Bogs & Woodland) 

There are no bogs recorded within the study area. Merlin Park is the most significant woodland in the study area, 
with a mixture of mature broadleaves and spruce.   
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2.3 The Built Environment (Archaeology, Architectural and Cultural Heritage) 

2.3.1 Definitions and Protections 

Architectural Heritage (Volume B Maps Architectural) 

In the Architectural Heritage (National Inventory) Act 1999, architectural heritage is defined as ‘structures and 
buildings together with their settings and attendant grounds… [and] sites that are of architectural, historical, 
archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical interest.’ The range of things that satisfies this 
definition in practice is very wide and this is acknowledged in the Architectural Heritage Protection Guidelines for 
Local Authorities (DAHG 2011, 13), which states that ‘social history is revealed by structures such as market 
houses, hump-backed canal bridges, stables, servants’ staircases, public water-pumps and even by bootscrapers 
outside front doors.’ 
The main protections for architectural heritage are set out in the Local Government (Planning and Development) Act 
2000, which requires local authorities to maintain a Record of Protected Structures and allows them to designate 
Architectural Conservation Areas (i.e. a place, area, group of structures or townscape that is considered to be of 
special interest or value, so that it is considered necessary to preserve its character).  
Buildings may also be entered on the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH), which is compiled by the 
Department of Arts, Heritage and Gaeltacht. Entry on the NIAH does not in itself confer any protection, but it is 
recommended by the Minister that buildings rated of regional, national or international importance in the NIAH 
should be listed by the relevant local authority in its Record of Protected Structures. An illustrated selection of 
buildings from the NIAH can be browsed at www.buildingsofireland.ie or in the published Introduction to the 
Architectural Heritage of County Galway (DEHLG 2011). 
The Galway County Development Plan 2015–2021 lists over 2000 Protected Structures and six Architectural 
Conservation Areas (ACA). The Galway City Development Plan 2011–17 lists almost 600 Protected Structures and 
eight ACAs. The range of Protected Structures in both local authority development plans is very wide, ranging from 
rural mansions and cottages to urban railway buildings and waterfront quays. In Galway City the list strongly reflects 
the medieval, industrial and maritime heritage of the city. Among the ACAs in the county, Oranmore village is most 
relevant, as it is the only one in the present study area. The most relevant ACAs in the city are the City Core, Eyre 
Square, the Long Walk and Dock Street. They are all in central locations east of the River Corrib and within easy 
reach of the route options for the greenway. 
The distribution of the architectural heritage in the present study area, following the online NIAH database, is shown 
in Volume B Maps Architectural Heritage. 
Archaeological Heritage (Volume B Maps Archaeological) 

The National Monuments Acts 1930–2004 define a monument as ‘any artificial or partly artificial building, structure, 
or erection whether above or below the surface of the ground...and any prehistoric or ancient tomb, grave or burial 
deposit, but does not include any building which is for the time being habitually used for ecclesiastical purposes.’ 
Also, a ‘national monument’ is defined as ‘a monument or the remains of a monument the preservation of which is a 
matter of national importance by reason of the historical, architectural, traditional, artistic, or archaeological interest 
attaching thereto.’   
To enjoy any measure of protection under the Acts, an archaeological site or monument must be considered a 
National Monument, or be the subject of a Preservation Order, or be entered on the Register of Historic Monuments 
or the Record of Monuments and Places. This last category is by far the biggest because Recorded Monuments 
include everything already listed in the other categories—i.e.  all recorded National Monuments and registered 
Historic Monuments. It only affords a minimum protection, however, requiring that two months notice of any 
proposed works be given in writing to the Minister.  
There are over 7,000 recorded sites and monuments in the county and city of Galway. They are very varied and 
include prehistoric tombs and hilltop enclosures, early medieval farmsteads, ruined churches, abbeys and 
churchyards, castles and tower houses, and a good many monuments of the early modern period, such as railways, 
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bridges and mills. In rural areas, many of these recorded monument sites are not visible on the ground because the 
upstanding elements (e.g. an earthen bank forming an early farmstead enclosure) have been levelled or ploughed 
away. There may still be buried remains, however, and hence these levelled sites can enjoy the same protection in 
law as a standing monument. 
The Record of Monuments and Places was based in the first instance on the Sites and Monuments Record (SMR), 
which is an archive and database maintained by the National Monuments Service. Entry in the SMR does not in 
itself confer any protection but the SMR is a very useful baseline dataset and can be consulted on the Internet at 
www.archaeology.ie. There are also two published Inventories of the archaeology of County Galway, for west and 
north Galway (OPW 1997; Dúchas the Heritage Service 1999). The west Galway inventory encompasses part of the 
present study area, including more or less all of Galway City. 
The distribution of archaeological sites and monuments in the present study area, following the online SMR 
database, is shown in Volume B Maps Archaeological Heritage. 

Cultural Heritage 

In contrast to archaeology and architecture, definitions of ‘cultural heritage’ are scarce. In the European Convention 
on the Value of Cultural Heritage for Society (Faro 2005), cultural heritage is defined as ‘a group of resources 
inherited from the past that people identify, independently of ownership, as a reflection and expression of their 
constantly evolving values, beliefs, knowledge and traditions. It includes all aspects of the environment resulting 
from the interaction between people and places through time.’ This definition is very broad and could include 
archaeology and architectural heritage, for instance, among other elements of culture. 
The Environmental Protection Agency Advice Notes on Current Practice in the Preparation of Environmental Impact 
Statements (EPA 2003, 26) distinguishes between physical assets (‘archaeology in context; architecture in context; 
settlements; monuments, features and landmarks; historic sites and structures; geological heritage’) and social 
assets (‘language and dialects; folklore and tradition; religion and belief; literary and artistic association’). These 
sorts of ‘social asset’ amount to cultural heritage for present purposes, in tandem with archaeology and architectural 
heritage. 
The Galway County Development Plan 2015–21 states in ‘Chapter 10: Culture, Social and Community 
Development’ that community identity and local heritage are expressed by language, arts and crafts, festivals, 
games, jobs and occupations, buildings and the places where people live. The Galway City Development Plan 
2011–17 celebrates its ‘diverse range of community and cultural facilities’ and ‘the image of the city as the cultural 
capital of the West.’ 
There are no specific protections for ‘cultural heritage’, as described above, in Irish legislation.  

2.3.2 Amenities and Attractions 

The study area contains a rich cultural landscape offering a variety of amenities and attractions. These were 
mapped with reference to information from Fáilte Ireland, Galway County Council, the Sites and Monuments Record 
(Archaeology) and National Inventory of Architectural Heritage, to establish their locations. Unsurprisingly, most of 
these amenities and attractions are found in Galway City centre. They include: 

• Galway’s historic town centre and waterfront; 

• Festivals and streetlife; 

• Medieval buildings (churches, castles, houses); 

• Galway City Museum and private galleries; 

• Theatres and cinemas; 

• Shops, restaurants and public houses; and 

• Urban parks and green spaces. 
The following is a brief summary only of the range of opportunities. 
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Oranmore 

Oranmore is located at the innermost part of Galway Bay. The village has grown very quickly in recent years to 
become a major suburb of Galway City, with all of the attendant features (housing developments, light industry and 
business parks, playing fields, schools, hotels, supermarkets and a service station). But the old village centre retains 
a self-contained feel and has picturesque pubs and restaurants, and a public library housed in a former 19th-century 
church.  
Oranmore Castle is on the waterfront, within easy walking distance of the village centre. This is one of the most 
impressive medieval tower houses in the West of Ireland. The castle was built by the Clanricarde Burkes, the 
Norman lords of Galway. It is privately owned but is open to visitors seasonally, and is occasionally used as a venue 
for live festival events. 
 

 

Photo 2.3 Oranmore Castle; Oranmore 

Roscam 

From Oranmore to Galway City the route corridor options offer a vista over Galway Bay to the barren limestone 
massif of The Burren, in County Clare. On the Galway shore, the premier archaeological monument in the study 
area is at Roscam, where there are remains of an early medieval monastery.  The monastery was enclosed by a 
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substantial drystone wall or ‘cashel’. The main features inside this are a ruined church and round tower (formerly the 
bell tower and lookout for the monastery), and the tumbled headstones of a burial ground near the shore.  

 
Photo 2.4 Roscam Monastery Oranmore 

Renmore 

About 3 km west of Roscam, the point at Renmore is dominated by remains of a military character.  On the point 
itself there are the earthwork remnants of a 17th-century star-shaped fort (i.e. a fort with projecting triangular 
bastions at each corner) . Some of this has fallen into the sea. The fort saw action in the Siege of Galway (1651–52) 
during the Cromwellian campaign in the West of Ireland.  
Further inland there is a very extensive group of 19th-century buildings forming Renmore Barracks (officially Dún Uí 
Mhaoilíosa or Mellow’s Barracks)—the former home of the Connaught Rangers. The barracks is not open to the 
public but there is an attractive military chapel outside the gates—St Patrick’s Church, in Victorian Romanesque 
style. A former coastguard station building still stands adjacent to the barracks on the east side.  
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Photograph 2.5 Renmore looking onto Galway Bay 

 

Lough Atalia 

Lough Atalia is an urban lagoon—a tidal saltwater lake with a narrow outlet to the sea. The outlet is spanned by a 
railway bridge on the main Galway-Dublin line (formerly the Midlands and Great Western Line 1851). The west side 
of the lake offers a pleasant promenade with the opportunity for a contemplative pause at St Augustine’s Well.  This 
‘healing well’ has recently been restored by the Galway Civic Trust, who placed a bench there, by the waterside. A 
local pilgrimage to the well was traditionally celebrated in July. 
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Photograph 2.6 Healing Well; Lough Atalia 

 

Galway City Centre 

Galway is a festival town. It has a busy calendar of events in which the midsummer Arts Festival is the highlight. It is 
a theatre town, with live performance venues at the Townhall Theatre, the Druid, the Black Box and the Bank of 
Ireland Theatre on the university campus. It is a university town, with all that this encompasses—including the 
teeming life of the student quarter around Dominick Street, on the west bank of the Corrib. And it is a sporting town, 
with live venues for professional rugby and soccer, horseracing, and Gaelic games. In 2012 the city hosted a round-
the-world yacht race (Volvo Ocean Race) and is seeking similar opportunities for the future. The City Museum was 
opened in 2007 in a custom-built modern building on the waterfront. There is no municipal art gallery in the city, but 
there are several small private galleries within the town centre, and the Museum doubles as an art gallery for 
temporary exhibitions.  

In terms of its built heritage, the city centre offers too many points of interest to be enumerated here in detail. A 
general statement, with a few highlights, will have to suffice. All route corridor options for the proposed Greenway 
converge on Eyre Square. This is the main public space in the city centre. Recently landscaped, with mature trees, 
terracing, benches and sculptures, it is an attractive space occasionally used for seasonal or festive markets (e.g. 
the German Market in the weeks before Christmas).  
Placenames in and around Eyre Square create some odd contiguities. The square itself is named for Edward Eyre, 
a Mayor of Galway who endowed the land. His ancestor, John Eyre, was a Cromwellian army officer who was 
granted an estate in Galway after the Confederacy and Cromwellian wars of 1641–52. It was officially renamed 
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Kennedy Memorial Park in the 1960s, commemorating a visit by US President John F Kennedy, though nobody 
calls it that. The Meyrick Hotel on the lowest side of the square was originally a railway hotel. Ceannt Station is 
nearby. The station is named for Éamon Ceannt, a Republican leader executed by the British for his role in the 1916 
Rising.  Meyrick was a Mayor of Galway who first enclosed the square with railings, creating a public garden. The 
first Meyrick was another Cromwellian army officer, who played a principal role in the Siege of Galway (1651–52).  
Eyre Square was once an unadorned public space outside the town walls where, among other dealings, hangings 
took place. Some of the medieval town wall can still be seen in the Eyre Square Centre, a shopping mall, opening 
onto one side of the square. 

From a corner of Eyre Square, Shop Street leads into the heart of the old town centre. A warren of narrow streets 
opens to the left and right. The built environment is a medley of early modern and more recent buildings, but is 
dominated by two or three-storey buildings with pitched slated roofs and brightly painted shopfronts on the ground 
floors. Here and there are glimpses of medieval Galway. Lynch’s Castle (now an AIB bank) on Shop Street is an 
outstanding example of a medieval merchant’s house. The excavated remains of the Hall of the Red Earl—one of 
the Norman lords who founded Galway— can be seen behind glass at the home of the Galway Civic Trust on 
Druid’s Lane. 
Shop Street winds downhill towards the waterfront via High Street. The crowded intimacy of the old town centre 
gives way to an open vista of the harbour.  The River Corrib rushes out beneath Wolfe Tone Bridge. There is a new 
plaza on the quays. After Eyre Square it is the next most important public space in the city centre. It is a frequent 
venue for live public performances and protest meetings. The Spanish Arch stands to one side—a remnant of a 
16th-century harbour fortification and a popular rendezvous point today. Pass through the arch and come to the 
Galway City Museum, a 21st-century building with bright clean lines. The harbour itself is largely 19th-century work, 
with some very fine period masonry, including Nimmo’s Pier on the far side.  
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Photograph 2.7 Galway City Centre 

 
Other built heritage highlights in the city centre would include the university campus (NUI Galway)—with some very 
fine contemporary buildings and its original 19th-century quadrangle; St Nicholas medieval parish church; the much 
more recent Roman Catholic cathedral church of Our Lady and St Nicholas (1965); and the Eglinton Canal (c. 
1850)—linking Lough Corrib to the sea.  
 

Conclusion 

This sector of the Greenway, between Oranmore and Galway City, offers a variety of experiences in terms of 
archaeology, architectural heritage and cultural heritage. It extends from the intimacy of Oranmore village to the 
crowded streets of Galway city centre—with all the city has to offer. Along the way it takes in a vista of Galway Bay 
and The Burren and the nationally important monastic remains at Roscam. 
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2.3.3 Road and Rail Network 

Bus 

The M6 is the primary access route to Galway for all regional and national bus routes entering and leaving the City, 
particularly intercity express services. Many regional services still use the R446 (old N6) as it provides access to the 
towns of Ballinasloe, Loughrea and Oranmore on the way to Galway City and also maintains a level of directness. 
There are numerous regional services operated by Bus Éireann into Galway City from around the country as well as 
a number of direct intercity services, primarily from Dublin, which are run by private operators. The R338, Coast 
Road, also represents a busy bus corridor within the study area, with a number of service providers using this route. 
There are four main providers of bus services within the study areas, including Bus Éireann, Citilink, Go Bus and 
Healy Bus. There are approximately 30 services each way per day between Oranmore and Galway City.  
Bus Eireann carry folded bikes free of charge, however regular bikes are carried only if space permits in the luggage 
compartment, and may be subject to charge as determined by Bus Éireann from time to time. Should the passenger 
need to transfer to another bus to continue a journey, the guarantee of necessary space is not available. Similar 
conditions apply to other bus operators serving towns in the study area. 
Rail 

There is a strong heavy rail link between Galway and Oranmore, since the opening (2013) of the railway station at 
Garraun, to the northwest of Oranmore. There are approximately 11 services each way daily with services from both 
Limerick and Dublin to Galway, as well as a commuter service from Athlone to Galway, via Ballinasloe and Athenry.  
The carriage of bicycles is provided by Irish Rail on all their intercity services though this provision is limited to three 
bicycles per train.  Bicycles are permitted on commuter services off peak between 10:00 and 15:30 and also after 
19:00. 

Conclusion 

There is a good bus service linking Oranmore and Galway, with 30 services a day in each direction. Rail services 
have improved greatly with the opening of the station at Garraun in 2013.  
The carriage of bikes on public transport is limited and not guaranteed. With a maximum of three bikes permitted per 
train and bikes carried in the luggage compartments of buses, large parties of cyclists would currently find it difficult 
to use public transport to connect to this part of the greenway.    

2.3.4 Population Centres 

There are two key towns/villages within the study area, Galway City and Oranmore. Galway city has over 75,000 
people and Oranmore just over 4000 (based on the 2011 Census). The key electoral divisions along the coastal 
route were also examined, and make up part of the 75,000 of Galway City, detailed in Table 2.2 below. The area 
between the two key towns still contains much underdeveloped farmland, and as such has a relatively low 
population density. Ribbon development is common along county roads and rural housing is well scattered.  
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Table 2.2: Galway Towns and Populations 

Name Type  Population 

Galway City City 75,529 

Lough Atalia  920 

Renmore  1394 

Murrough  2414 

Oranmore Town 4325 

 

2.4 External Parameters 

2.4.1 Technical/Design Standards 

NRA TD 300 Rural Cycle Scheme Design was released in September 2013 and outlines the design standards that 
need to be considered when providing cycling facilities in rural areas. 

The core principals within the NRA standards are the same as the Euro Velo standards in that there is a 
requirement to provide a facility that is safe, coherent, direct, convenient, comfortable, attractive and accessible. 
However, added to this are a number of design standards that relate to widths, gradients, design speeds etc.  

The standards state that dedicated cycle facilities are required on roads where speeds of greater than 50kph and/or 
AADT greater than 1000 vehicles exist. With regards to the width of the facility a number of criteria should be 
examined, including the expected usage and the type of facility it is. Table 2.3 shows the width requirements for 
various types of cycle facilities.  
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Table 2.3 Range of Mandatory Widths for Cycle Facilities 

 
Desirable Min (m) 

One Step Below 
Desirable Min (m) 

Two Steps Below 
Desirable Min (m) 

One Way (Cycle 
Facility) 

Low Volume 2.0 1.75 1.5 

High Volume 3.0 1.75 1.5 

Two Way (Cycle 
Facility) 

Low Volume 2.5 2.0 1.75 

High Volume 3.0 2.5 1.75 

Shared Use One 
Way (Cycle Facility) 

with pedestrians 

Low Volume 3.0 2.0 1.75 

High Volume 4.0 3.0 2.0 

Shared Use Two 
Way (Cycle Facility) 

with pedestrians 

Low Volume 3.0 2.0 1.75 

High Volume 5.0 3.0 2.5 

 

Details of verge width are also provided and are generally between 1 and 1.5m, while carriageway separation 
distances vary from 2m (on a road with speeds of less than 80kph) to 6m (on roads with speeds greater than 
80kph). Stopping sight distances are also specified, details are provided in Table 2.4.  

Table 2.4 Dynamic Sight Distance and Stopping Distances 

Design Speed (km/h)  50 km/h 30 km/h 10 km/h 

Minimum Dynamic Sight Distance (m)  110 65 15 

Minimum Stopping Sight Distance (m)  60 35 15 

Horizontal alignment is an important factor in designing safe and comfortable facilities for cyclists. Tight radii can 
cause cyclists to lose balance or momentum; however, appropriately tight radii can be used as a speed inhibitor if 
designed correctly with appropriate signage. Similar to this the vertical gradients can make a facility comfortable or 
can be challenging for some users. The design standards set down the following recommended values.  
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Table 2.5 Recommended Horizontal Radii for different Design Speeds 

Design Speed (km/h) Minimum Horizontal Radius (m) 

10 km/h 4 

30 km/h 25 

50 km/h 94 

Table 2.6 Recommended Gradients 

 Gradients 

Desirable Maximum 3% 

One Step Below Desirable Maximum 5% 

Two Steps Below Desirable Maximum 10% 

Details are also provided on crossing details for major and minor roads, roundabouts and accesses. Pavement 
surfaces, access control and drainage requirements are also noted, with signage and markings an important part of 
the scheme to be considered at an early stage. 

These standards will inform the design of the cycleway as it progresses.   

2.4.2 Local Policy Requirements 

Galway County Council Walking and Cycling Strategy Report (2013) 

The Galway County Council Walking and Cycling Strategy recognises the potential walking and cycling can have on 
health benefits, transport benefits as well as economic benefits. A general overview of the existing facilities within 
the county was examined, with four key towns looked at in detail. The Strategy sets out the scope, vision and goals 
for the reduction of car journeys to “embrace walking and cycling into daily routine of commuting, shopping, exercise 
and living”. The key goals of the Strategy are to: 

• Encourage modal shift 

• Boost tourism with walking and cycling attractions and facilities 

• Develop walking and cycling facilities for local participation in exercise 

• Raise awareness of benefits of walking and cycling. 

The Strategy aims to achieve its goals by splitting actions into three specific areas, Cycle Tourism, Cycle 
Commuting and Walking. For each area, specific projects were identified. Within the cycle tourism section, it was 
recommended that the Galway City to Ballinasloe route, which is part of the National Cycle Network and pan 
European EuroVelo Network, should be developed. This will allow users to cycle between the main urban areas 
throughout the country on an off-road facility. A number of other off-road facilities were identified, as well as cycle 
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hubs and loops in more rural areas. In addition a number of cycle commuter routes were identified, including the 
Oranmore to Galway City Greenway.  

In terms of walking, the strategy aims of develop a hub of information on-line, with Smartphone applications for 
trails. In addition it plans to standardise of the signage and information provided. It also aims to link existing and 
proposed routes.  
The Strategy includes an information, marketing and education plan, with actions, to ensure people are aware of 
how alternative trips may be made, the benefits of these alternatives as well as incentives available. Finally the 
Strategy sets out an implementation plan, with targets for model split, and timeframes for deliverables of each 
specific project identified.    

Galway City and Environs Walking and Cycling Strategy (2012) 

The Galway City and Environs Walking and Cycling Strategy focuses on the benefits of increased walking and 
cycling trips in the Galway Metropolitan Area and takes a more holistic view of the benefits offered by increased 
modal share for these travel types by not just looking at the quantifiable benefits in terms of CO2 reductions and 
reduction in accident rates but also at the unquantifiable benefits such as the improvement to people’s health and 
general well being. Eight specific objectives are set out in the vision statement of the document which it is 
anticipated will dramatically improve the environment for all vulnerable road users.  

Galway City Development Plan 2011-2017 

There are a number of specific objectives noted within the current Galway City Development Plan which reference 
an improved cycle network, in particular along the route from Oranmore to Galway City. Objectives include the 
following. 

• Provide a cycle way between Ceannt Station and Renmore having regard to the objective to dual track this 
section of rail line. 

• Provide a cycle way beside the railway line from Renmore/Ballyloughaun to Roscam Park and Curragrean 
having regard to the objective to dual track this section of rail line. 

• Develop a strategic citywide coastal greenway from east to west linking with riverside walkways having due 
regard to nature conservation considerations. 

• Investigate the potential of linked greenways from the city into the county area in particular to Barna, 
Oranmore and Tonabrocky. 

The Galway City Development Plan also states that there is “now a demand for coastal and recreation facilities on 
the east side of the city”, and that “the Murroogh area offers potential for the provision of coastal and recreation 
facilities”. An aim of the GCC plan is to “ensure the reservation of a substantial bank of land for recreational 
purposes” and it is acknowledged that “possibilities exist for coastal walks to Oranmore”. 

Galway County Council Walking and Cycling Strategy Report (2013) 

While only a small element of the route lies within the County boundary, the Galway County Council Walking and 
Cycling supports the provision of walking and cycling facilities within the county boundary. The Strategy recognises 
the potential walking and cycling can have on health benefits, transport benefits as well as economic benefits. The 
Strategy sets out the scope, vision and goals for the reduction of car journeys to “embrace walking and cycling into 
daily routine of commuting, shopping, exercise and living”. The key goals of the Strategy are to: 

• Encourage modal shift 

• Boost tourism with walking and cycling attractions and facilities 

• Develop walking and cycling facilities for local participation in exercise 
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• Raise awareness of benefits of walking and cycling. 

The Strategy aims to achieve its goals by splitting actions into three specific areas, Cycle Tourism, Cycle 
Commuting and Walking. For each area, specific projects were identified. Within the cycle tourism section, it was 
identified that the Galway City to Ballinasloe route, which is part of the National Cycle Network and pan European 
Cycle route, should be developed. This will allow users to cycle between the main urban areas throughout the 
country on an off-road facility. A number of other off-road facilities were identified, as well as cycle hubs and loops in 
more rural areas. In addition a number of cycle commuter routes were identified, including the Oranmore to Galway 
City Greenway.  

In terms of walking, the strategy aims to develop a hub of information on-line, with Smartphone applications for 
trails. In addition it plans to standardise the signage and information provided. It also aims to link existing and 
proposed routes.  

The Strategy includes an information, marketing and education plan, with actions, to ensure people are aware of 
how alternative trips may be made, the benefits of these alternatives as well as incentives available. Finally the 
Strategy sets out an implementation plan, with targets for modal split, and timeframes for deliverables of each 
specific project identified.    



 

Alternatives Considered 
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3.1 Do-Nothing 

The ‘Do-Nothing’ scenario, in effect, implies that no modifications or improvements be made to existing 
infrastructure and the route selected is ultimately the cyclists decision. The ‘Do-Nothing’ alternative comprises an 
investigation of the existing infrastructure and its ability to meet future demands of cyclists and traffic if the 
suggested route is on-road. 

There are two options here, including the use of the R338 or a combination of the R446, previously the N6, and the 
R338. The R338 Coast Road is one of the main routes into Galway City from Oranmore, and carries high volumes 
of traffic daily, while the section of R446 from Oranmore to the R338 is a dual carriageway with high volumes of 
traffic as well as high speeds. Therefore neither of these routes has been considered further in the development of a 
proposed corridor option as they cannot achieve the project objectives in their current state (i.e. without modification 
for segregated cycling).  

3.2 Do-Minimum 

The ‘Do-Minimum’ alternative generally comprises an investigation of feasible ‘on-line’ upgrades of existing routes 
which would be capable of delivering the required levels of service and safety in accordance with applicable design 
standards. 

Although upgrading the R446 to incorporate on-road cycle lanes is feasible and there is a significant cost-benefit, 
the characteristics of the corridor are non-compliant with the general requirements of greenway facilities. The R338 
offers an in-bound bus lane for the majority of the route, however there is little to no available space on the 
outbound side of the road in places. The section of R338 known as the Coast Road is wider with hard shoulders and 
large verges available. It is also bounded by stone walls, a typical feature of the Galway countryside.  

In line with Fáilte Ireland research, studies have shown that cyclist route preferences are driven by scenary rather 
than directness of route. The R446 and sections of the R338 (more urban sections) provide good directness but 
offer little attractive scenery. In addition, the volumes of traffic on these routes, as well as the existing speeds, do not 
comply with the NRA TD 300 Rural Cycle Scheme Design standards. Some sections of the R338 however can offer 
attractive routes if necessary. As a result the option to upgrade the existing road network fully has not been 
considered however sections of the network may be used where appropriate.  

3.3 Previous Feasibility Studies 

As noted in Section 2, there have been a number of studies and plans that have made reference to the feasibility of 
providing a greenway between Galway City and Oranmore. While the routing of the greenway varies slightly from 
study to study, the principal of providing a link remains constant. Reference to the greenway has been made in the 
Galway Metropolitan Smarter Travel Area Action Plan, and Galway Metropolitan Area Bus and Cycle Network Plan.   

 

3 Alternatives Considered 



 

Corridor Options and Assessment 
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4.1 Introduction 
This section of the report provides an outline of the four corridors which have been identified within the study area 
and evaluates these against the eight assessment criteria. A summary assessment matrix is provided at the end of 
this section which graphically summarises these results.  

4.2 Proposed Corridor Options 
The figure below identifies the proposed corridor options between Oranmore and Galway City. 

 
Figure 4.1 Corridors for Assessment 

4.3 Assessment Criteria 
This section sets out the assessment criteria used in the selection process of the preferred corridor. The criteria 
adopted are based on those identified in the NRA Project Management Guidelines and the NRA Guidance on 
Environmental Impact Assessments. Assessment under the criteria is informed by the user preferences that were 
identified in the Fáilte Ireland Cycling and Activities Research, guidance from EuroVelo documents and international 
best practice, and the ‘constraints and opportunities’ study outlined previously.  Considering the Fáilte Ireland survey 
results, and a review of a landscape assessment report undertaken by the Paul Hogarth Company, eight criteria 
under which to assess the corridor options have been developed as follows: 

1. Landscape and Visual (Attractions and Potential Impacts) 

2. Flora & Fauna (Attractions and Potential Impacts) 

3. Cultural Heritage and Visitor Attractions (Attractions and Potential Impacts) 

4. Connectivity and Accessibility to Local Amenities 

5. User Safety 

6. Economy (Cost) 

4 Corridor Options and Assessment 
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7. Physical Constraints (topography, flooding) 

8. Material Assets, Human Beings. 

This section of the report will examine how the proposed corridors perform against each of the criteria set out above.  
This will enable a final preferred corridor to be selected.  

A multi-criteria assessment was prepared, involving the relative comparison of various factors that cannot be readily 
quantified on a single consistent scale. The tool that has been used to facilitate this is a graphic representation, 
where a colour scale of red to green is used.  The most favourable ranking for a particular issue is coloured green, 
with the least favourable red. Figure 4.2 below, shows this colour grading and the associated scoring. 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.2 Key to Multi-Criteria Assessment 

4.3.1 Corridor Option 1 (Northern Corridor) 

The northern corridor travels parallel to a number of existing roads, including the old Dublin Road, the Coast Road 
as well as residential estates such as in Renmore. This route offers good access to shop/service stations and 
facilities, however there are few cultural/architectural/archaeological features along the route.   

4.3.2 Corridor Option 2 (Central Corridor) 

This central corridor consists of the routes located close to or adjacent to the existing Dublin to Galway railway line.  
This corridor option begins close to the train station at Garraun, Oranmore. The corridor travels through Prospect, 
Murrough, and Renmore, before crossing the bridge at Lough Atalia into Ceannt Station and travelling to Eyre 
Square. This option passes through no villages, with limited availability of services/facilities. In general there are no 
points of interest along the route, with the exception of the view of Galway Bay and Lough Atalia on the approach to 
the city. There are limited road crossings and the route generally follows a line of existing severance.  

4.3.3 Corridor Option 3 (Southern Corridor) 

Corridor Option 3 stretches along the coast from Oranmore to Galway City, offering views of Galway Bay, and on 
good days, the Burren in County Clare.  

The proposed route exits Oranmore, and travels to Roscam, passing Oranmore Bay. The Roscam national 
monument site is located to the southern end of a small peninsula, with medieval ruins of a church, graveyard and 
round tower. Travelling west, the route moves into the townland of Murroogh. Murroogh is an extensive area of 
semi-natural environment, with an existing walking trail. From here, the route would link into Ballyloughaun, which 
has a beach, and some existing cycle/walking facilities.  The final leg of this corridor enters Renmore, and travels 
north around Lough Atalia before reaching Galway City Centre, the destination of the Greenway.  

4.3.4     Corridor Option 4 (Emerging Preferred Corridor) 
Following on from the initial review of the assessment options, Corridor Option 3 was emerging as the preferred 
option, however as a result of the initial round of public consultation and further analysis, it was noted that the route 
would impact on approximately 70 landowners, passing through a large number of private gardens and single site 
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homes. Therefore a fourth option was proposed, taking in some aspects of the coastal route, while avoiding the 
large numbers of landowners originally impacted by Corridor Option 3.  

The route exits Oranmore and travels along a section of the Old Dublin Road, before travelling parallel to the railway 
line. At Kiniska, the route turns south, along an existing lane to meet the coast. The route follows the coast around 
Ballyloughaun before heading north again and travels on local residential streets at the southern side of Renmore 
area. The route then follows Lough Atalia onto Lough Atalia Drive and terminates at Spanish Arch in the city centre.  

4.4 Assessment of Options 

4.4.1 Landscape and Visual (Attractions and Potential Impacts) 
As a means of differentiating the corridors in terms of the quality of the landscapes and visual attractions, a 
landscape assessment was commissioned for the study area and carried out by The Paul Hogarth Company. This 
assessment examined the general views, noting places of interest, facilities and stopping places. In addition they 
also examined the heritage value of the towns and settlements, general views in these towns, “wow” factor views 
(views rated 7/10 and above in the landscape assessment) and visitor facilities.  
Corridor Option 1, the northern corridor, follows the Coast Road out of Oranmore, and views along here were rated 
highly, with 5/10 – 7/10 received for the stretch close to Oranmore Bay. However as the route moves more north, 
the ratings reduce, with 2/10 received for views on the Dublin Road. As the route travels into the city close to Lough 
Atalia, again the ratings increase to 7/10. A slight variation into Renmore increases the attractiveness of the route 
slightly. As noted, there are a number of 7/10 scores, which indicate a “wow” view; these are located at Lough Atalia 
as well as the elevated coastal views of the bay on exiting Oranmore. The corridor has a length of 9km and a total 
landscape score of 54.  
Corridor Option 2 follows the railway line generally. There is a constant average score along this route, with scores 
of 5-6/10. There is one lower value of 2/10 given at Red Bridge, which is reduced due to the views being dominated 
by road infrastructure. The views of the coast are interrupted along this route. The corridor has a length of 9km and 
a total landscape score of 47. 

The southern corridor, Corridor Option 3, generally consists of views rated 5/10 to 7/10. The “wow” views are 
present in abundance along this route, with at least five, and an alternative route into Galway via Lough Atalia adds 
to the attractiveness of the route. Routing this corridor through Galway Harbour reduces the attractiveness of the 
route, as it is an industrial area, however, as noted, an alternative route around Lough Atalia removes the negative 
reviews. This route is 11.2km long (using Lough Atalia) and has a total landscape score of 74.  

Corridor Option 4 is an amalgamation of the above routes, and generally scores highly in terms of landscape and 
visual attractions. There are a total of seven “wow” views, generally of the coastline and bay, such as Ballyloughaun 
Beach, from the Coast Road to the bay, and at Lough Atalia, with a number of points scoring 5 or more. A short 
section of the route reduces the quality, around the Old Dublin Road/Railway line area. The route is approximately 
11km, and has a total landscape score of 81.    

 
The following table summarises the results of the landscape view analysis: 

Table 4.1: Review of Views 

Corridor Corridor Option 1 Corridor Option 2 Corridor Option 3 Corridor Option 4 

Mark 1 0 3 3 

4.4.2 Flora & Fauna (Attractions and Potential Impacts) 
This criterion investigates the flora and fauna within the study area. This has been based on the location of 
designated sites which primarily consist of Natural Heritage Areas (NHA), Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) and 
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Special Protection Areas (SPA). NHAs are designated areas for habitats, species and geology that are of 
conservation interest, while SACs are prime wildlife areas, often with habitats and species which must be protected. 
Lands used by wild birds are generally protected by SPA status as well as Natura 2000. These sites are constraints 
in their own right and may prove to be barriers in the final corridor selection process. Every effort will be made to 
promote the amenity, ecological and educational values of the sites while at the same time ensuring their 
conservation value is preserved and not adversely affected by the cycleway. In addition to designated sites, various 
landscapes and land use may add to the variety of flora and fauna along a corridor. 

Corridor Option 1 generally travels through urban areas on the route into Galway City, with small areas of forestry 
noted around the Merlin park area. The route does not pass any designated sites until it reaches Lough Atalia which 
has the designation of an SPA, SAC and pNHA. It is an estuarine lagoon and has been heavily impacted by 
industrial and domestic effluents from the city. It consists of bare anoxic mud, with limited records of flora found 
here. Records of fauna here are also limited or common to estuaries. Therefore based on aquatic vegetation and 
fauna, the site is regarded as of no conservation value as a coastal lagoon. However, it is visually attractive and as 
such, a valued amenity for the city.  

Corridor Option 2 follows the train line and pass through areas of farmland as well as urban areas on entry to 
Galway City. Again there are limited occurrences of designated sites along this route, with the exception of small 
areas of SACs and pNHA that travel in from the coast at Murrough and around the barracks at Renmore. Similar to 
Option 1, the route also passes Lough Atalia. The route also passes through small patches of woodland. There is 
limited opportunity to see interesting and varied flora and fauna on this route.  

Corridor Option 3 follows the coastline for the majority of the route. This allows good access to the designated 
Galway Bay designated sites, which includes an SAC, SPA and pNHA. A diverse range of marine, coastal and 
terrestrial habitats, including several listed on Annex I of the EU Habitats Directive, occur within the site, making the 
area of high scientific importance. Important bird species found here include the Great Northern Diver, Cormorant 
and Grey heron to name but a few. On the northern side of the route, views are available of farmland, with limited 
visibility of urban areas, outside of the city/town.  

As Corridor Option 4 follows the alignment of sections of Corridor Option 1, 2 and 3, the characteristics noted above 
are relevant to these sections. The route passes through the SAC, SPA and pNHA along the coastal section, as well 
as at Lough Atalia, while the road sections offer very little in terms of flora and fauna.  

Of the four corridors, there is limited potential to view interesting flora and fauna on the northern or central corridors, 
with the southern corridor offering the most comprehensive offering. As well as coastal views, it incorporates 
designated sites, small areas of woodland as well as farmland and open landscapes. Option 4 includes large 
sections of the coastal route.  

All four options travel close to Lough Atalia, and while the lough may not have limited conservational value, it is a 
valued amenity and offers potential users of the greenway a tranquil view of this water body. Route Corridor 1 is the 
most urban and hence has the lowest offering of flora and fauna.  

Table 4.2: Review of Wildlife Potential and Interesting Landscape 

Corridor Corridor Option 1 Corridor Option 2 Corridor Option 3 Corridor Option 4 

Mark 1 2 3 3 

4.4.3 Cultural Heritage and Visitor Attractions (Attractions and Potential Impacts) 
A review of the available data from Failte Ireland was carried out. In general it was found that there are very few 
attractions between Oranmore and Galway city centre.  
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Tourist attractions and activities included in the review are locations where it was felt tourists visiting the area would 
possibly make an effort to go to see or take part in the activity. Resources such as farmers markets, hotels, 
restaurants, pubs, shops, spas have not been included as it is assumed that while tourists may indeed visit these 
while in the towns and villages, they would not in themselves be a motivation to go to the town or village. 

There were no established recognised tourists attractions found along the Northern and Central Corridors. The 
Southern Corridor benefits from the round tower and church ruins at Roscam, while Ballyloughaun Beach and 
Murroogh shorelines are also attractions on this route. In addition, the coast itself is an attraction and the southern 
corridor option benefits from a number of beaches and inlets along this shore of Galway Bay.  
Table 4.3: Review of Cultural Heritage and Visitor Attractions 

Corridor Corridor Option 1 Corridor Option 2 Corridor Option 3 Corridor Option 4 

Mark 0 0 3 2 

 

4.4.4 Connectivity and Accessibility to Local Amenities 
A basic level of facilities including toilets, food and accommodation should be available every 20km (or 
approximately 1 hours cycling), with larger towns which have a more comprehensive offering every 50-70km.   

The starting and end points are within 20km in each of the four options, therefore the distance criteria is meet by all 
route options. There is one advantage of the Northern Corridor and that is the access to basic facilities along the 
route, including shops and public houses. This would allow for stops at many points along the route, while the other 
two options are slightly more isolated between the start and end points. The southern route does allow access to a 
camp site however, offering basic accommodation.  

As Oranmore is within 50km of Galway City this criterion of having large towns offering a comprehensive range of 
services and amenities at 50-70 km intervals does not apply here.  

Table 4.4 Connectivity and Accessibility to Local Amenities 

Corridor Corridor Option 1 Corridor Option 2 Corridor Option 3 Corridor Option 4 

Mark 3 2 1 2 

 

4.4.5 User Safety 

This section describes the safety of cyclists on each of the proposed corridors in terms of the number of junction 
conflicts which will be encountered.  

The number of junction conflicts is one of five criteria used in the National Cycle Manual (NTA 2009) to determine 
the overall quality of service of cycle corridors. Due to the scale of the Oranmore to Galway sector of the proposed 
Galway to Dublin greenway, and the fact that it will largely be a greenfield project (i.e. not built in the margins of 
existing public roads), outside the towns, an overall high level of service should be readily achievable. The number 
of junction conflicts is the one criterion which cannot be easily designed out and is therefore used as a proxy to 
judge the safety of users on the corridor with a higher number of junction conflicts representing a reduced level of 
safety. 

Corridor Option 1 (Northern Corridor) 

There are no major road crossings on this corridor, however the route does travel through a busy roundabout on the 
Dublin Road. There are approximately nine minor crossings along the route, as well as a rail line crossing. With a 
distance of 9km, this equates to a crossing every kilometre. The majority of this route would be segregated cycle 
track, adjacent to a busy road network, with very little greenway.  
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Corridor Option 2 (Central Corridor) 

This corridor option does not have any major road crossings proposed, with approximately six minor crossings 
required. A number of these crossing would be grade separated. Similar to Corridor Option 1, the route will be 
required to cross the railway line at some point. This represents a crossing every 1.5km. While running parallel to 
the railway line in parts, the majority of this route would be of greenway standard.  

Corridor Option 3 (Southern Corridor) 

On this corridor there are six minor crossings, one rail crossing and no major road crossings. The majority of this 
route would be on a greenway and equates to one crossing every 1.8km, due to the longer length of the route, at 
11km.   

Corridor Option 4 (Emerging Preferred Corridor) 

There are limited crossings on this corridor, with no major road crossings, however there will be a rail crossing. The 
majority of this route would be off-road, with approximately one crossing every 3.5km.   

Table 4.5 Assessment of User Safety 

Corridor Corridor Option 1 Corridor Option 2 Corridor Option 3 Corridor Option 4 

Mark 1 2 2 3 

4.4.6 Cost  

This criterion has not been included in the assessment of route options, but has been provided for guide purposes 
only. Details of the length of routes have been examined, with land costs and structural requirements omitted.  

The estimated costs have been based on a rate of €128,000 per kilometre.  

Results show that Corridor Options 1 and 2, the northern and central options would have similar costs, although it is 
evident from initial reviews that some works to the railway bridge would be required also thus increasing the cost of 
the Central Corridor. Corridor Option 3, the southern corridor, would be the most expensive, as it is the longest, and 
while land costs have not been included in the analysis, the off-road nature of this option would increase the costs 
substantially.  The cost of Corridor Option 4 would be the medium cost, given the eastern section of the route is 
largely on road/rail while the western section is generally off-road.  

Table 4.6 Assessment of Cost of Schemes 

Corridor Corridor Option 1 Corridor Option 2 Corridor Option 3 Corridor Option 4 

Mark 0 0 0 0 

 

4.4.7 Physical Constraints 

The Northern Corridor is mainly on-road, with sections of wide carriageway available to accommodate a segregated 
cycle facility. However, some roads are not wide enough to accommodate segregated cycle facilities, therefore land-
take would be required in places to accommodate these facilities. This is the only appreciable physical or 
engineering constraint which might prevent development of the northern corridor. 

Any route within the Central Corridor would run adjacent to the existing railway line for large sections thereby using 
lands in the ownership of Iarnród Éireann. Outside of this, sections of public road would be used. A large amount of 
liaison would be required with Iarnród Éireann to facilitate the development of this corridor and the proposal to 
potentially carry the cycle route over Lough Atalia Bridge, adjacent to the railway line, does carry a degree of 
engineering risk and may constrain this option.   
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The Southernmost Corridor runs along the coastline. Approximately half of this route is proposed to run through 
public lands, from the city centre to west of Ballyloughaun beach. Some of these lands are in the ownership of 
Galway Mayo Institute of Technology (GMIT). The lands within this corridor are low lying, and hence may potentially 
be subject to flooding. However, while environmental issues (especially designated sites) may be an issue along this 
corridor, it is envisaged that a suitable engineering solution can be delivered to overcome any physical constraints 
along this route.  

The emerging preferred option is a mixture of the above three options, with the segregated cycle facility proposed 
on a section of road carriageway as well as adjacent to the rail line. The coastal route generally runs along an 
existing path, which is to be upgraded, while the approach to Lough Atalia is located along a green area within the 
Renmore housing development area.  

Table 4.7 Assessment of use of Physical Constraints 

Corridor Corridor Option 1 Corridor Option 2 Corridor Option 3 Corridor Option 4 

Mark 2 2 3 3 

4.4.8 Material Assets, Human Beings 

In terms of this assessment criterion, the primary issue which constrain the delivery of the scheme is the number of 
potentially affected landowners along the corridor.  

Corridor Option 1 (Northern Corridor) 

As much of the route within this proposed corridor will most likely be on road, this corridor returns the lowest number 
of affected landowners. The extent of land requirements has not been fully established along this corridor, however 
it is proposed that there will be limited impact on landowners.  

Corridor Option 2 (Central Corridor) 

Along the railway line, much of the lands will be in the ownership of Iarnród Éireann; however, where properties 
back onto the railway line, the proposed greenway will need to be realigned to find an alternative route.  

Corridor Option 3 (Southern Corridor) 

As it is predominantly off road, the southern corridor travels through the highest number of land parcels. While much 
of the western section of the proposed route is on public lands (with ownership recorded as Galway City Council and 
GMIT), a significant number of single site houses and private landowners would be impacted upon by this option. Up 
to 70 landowners were identified, which is a significant impact given the 11km route length.  

Corridor Option 4 (Emerging Preferred) 

Given the large number of landowners impacted upon in Corridor Option 3, a fourth option was developed to reduce 
the impact on landowners, while including as much of the coastal views as possible. Corridor Option 4 travels on rail 
for a large section of the route, with some sections following the railway line. The route travels on a lane to the 
coast, and from here public lands take the route back to the housing development of Renmore.  

Table 4.8 Assessment of Material Assets, Human Beings 

Corridor Corridor Option 1 Corridor Option 2 Corridor Option 3 Corridor Option 4 

Mark 3 1 -3 1 

4.5 Assessment Matrix 

Bringing all the above together the following table details the assessment of routes and identified the preferred 
route. Figure 4.3 shows the assessment results.  
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Corridor Option 4 is the emerging preferred corridor. This scores highly on the end-user experience, giving users 
coastal views, without impacting on large numbers of landowners. This route has good views offered of Galway Bay, 
the Burren and County Clare. The route uses existing severance lines in the forms of the coast, road and rail line.  

This route scores a total of 16, with the next nearest route scoring 12. The lowest is the central option along the 
railway, which lacks interesting views, and scores nine.  
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Assessment Criteria

1 0 3 3

1 0 3 3

1 2 3 2

1 2 3 2

0 0 3 2

0 0 3 2

3 2 1 2

3 2 1 2

1 2 2 3

1 2 2 3

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0

2 2 3 3

2 2 3 3

3 1 -3 1

3 1 -3 1

OVERALL SCORE 11 9 12 16

This criterion does not feature in this 
anslysis due to the short distance 
between origin and destination, however 
due to the acess to the road network for 
long periods of the route, there is more 
opportunity to gain access to shops and 
facilities

This corridor has approximately three 
minor road crossing along its length, 
with no major road crossings. There will 
be a requirement to cross the railway 
line at a point. 

Cost are based on length (11km) at 
€128,000 per kilometre
Total Cost : 1.41million                                      
Total Length: 11km

Use of road and rail as well as public 
lands to a large extent reduces the 
phycial constrints posed by this route 
option. 

This route follows the existing road and 
rail for parts, reducing the  number of 
properties impacted upon. There may be 
locaalised impacts where space 
constraints exist. Where the route is 
along the coast minimal impact is 
envisaged to landowners. 

Corridor Option 4

Emerging Preferred

This option includes some nice views of 
the bay as it leaves Oranmore, including 
some wow views at Ballyloughaun 
Beach and along the coast road, where 
elevated views of the bay are available. 
There are some lower marked areas, 
inlcuding along the rail line.
Total landscaping score 81 

The route passes through some 
farmland, thus offering some interesting 
views of wildlife and landscapes. In 
addition it passes coastal areas and 
designated sites offering wildlife and sea 
life views, as well as interesting 
landscapes. 

The coastline and beaches are the most 
imortant feature along this route, with no 
other visitor attractions noted on the 
route. 

Economy (Cost)

While this is one of the shorter route 
options, it has the highest instance of 
interaction with traffic. There are 
approximately nine minor road crossings, 
which includes a busy roundabout. Added 
to this junction delays increase due to the 
nature of the route. 

This route follows the railway line, and 
has approximately six minor road 
crossings, a number of which are grade 
separated, with no major road 
crossings. It will also be necessary to 
cross the railway line at a point. A large 
section of this route will be greenway. 

This corridor has approximately one road 
crossing every 1.8km, with six minor 
crossings over its length. There are no 
major road crossings and there will be a 
requirement to cross the railway line at a 
point.

Cost are based on length (9km) at 128,000 
per kilometre
Total Cost : 1.15million
Total Length: 9km

Cost are based on length (9km) at 
128,000 per kilometre
Total Cost : 1.15million
Total Length: 9km

Cost are based on length (11.2km) at 
€128,000 per kilometre
Total Cost : 1.43million
Total Length: 11.2km

User Safety

Material Assets, Human Beings

Due to the on-road nature of this option, 
there are very few land parcels to assess, 
however some impact may be required 
where there are space constraints

While 27 parcels of land have been 
noted, it is assumed that much of the 
route will be provided on Iarnród Éireann 
lands, with some requirement to detour 
away from the lands at specific pinch 
points.

Impacting over 70 landowners, this is the 
highest number of private fields the route 
traverses. There is signifigant impact 
between Roscam and Oranmore. 

Physical Constraints

The eastern section of this route would 
run in or adjacent to private lands, with 
much of the western section in public 
ownership, including Galway City 
Council and GMIT. 

The railway option would run in lands 
under public ownership for much of its 
length. 

This options maximises use of the existing 
infrastructure (public roads) and public 
lands

This criterion does not feature in this 
analysis due to the short distance 
between origin and destination, however 
due to the location of this route, there will 
be access to more shops, facilities etc 
along this route. 

This criterion does not feature in this 
analysis due to the short distance 
between origin and destination. 

This criterion does not feature in this 
analysis due to the short distance 
between origin and destination. However 
due to the coastal nature of this route, 
there is limit access to facilites for the 
duration of the route. 

Flora and Fauna (Attractions and 
Potential Impacts)

Wildlife along the road edge will be limited, 
while the landscape will be mundane. No 
designated sites close to proposed route, 
no rivers of significance, forests or bogs. 
Due to the on-road nature of the route, 
there is little in terms of technical risk.

The route passes through some 
farmland, thus offering some interesting 
views of wildlife and landscapes. No 
designated sites along this route, with 
no forests or boglands noted. 

This is the most varied route, with the 
coastline and designated sites offering 
wildlife and sea life views  as well as 
interesting landscapes. The Galway Bay 
complex of designated sites runs 
parallel to the proposed route for much 
of its length.

Cultural Heritage & Visitor Attractions 
(Attractions and Potential Impacts)

There are no established/well known visitor 
attractions noted on this route. 

There are no established/well known 
visitor attractions noted on this route. 

Visit attractions along this route are 
limited, however there Roscam monastic 
site is located in close proximity to the 
propossed route as well as kilometres of 
coastline and beaches. 

Connectivity and Accessibility to Local 
Amenities

Leaving Oranmore there are some coastal 
views available, however as the route 
progresses along Dublin Road the quality 
of the views reduces. There is a slight 
increase as the route progresses around 
Lough Atalia. 
Total landscaping score 54.   

Scores along this route remain quite 
consistent, with scores of 5 – 7/10 with 
the exception of one location, which 
drops to 2/10. 
Total landscaping score 47.   

Coming out of Oranmore there are good 
views of the bay, with consistently good 
marks (5-7/10) up to Renmore Barracks. 
The route into Galway city centre, 
through the harbour, reduces the score, 
however good scores are available using 
Lough Atalia.
Total landscaping score 74 (using Lough 
Atalia)

Evaluation of Route Options Oranmore to Galway City Centre

Landscape and Visual (Attractions and 
Potential Impacts)

Corridor Option 1 Corridor Option 2 Corridor Option 3

Northern Corridor Central Corridor Southern Corridor
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4.6 Conclusion  
Having considered all the constraints and opportunities within the study area and evaluating four corridors against 
the assessment criteria, it is concluded that the Galway to Dublin Greenway should be developed within Corridor 
Option 4, the emerging preferred corridor. This will see the Galway City to Oranmore section of the Galway to Dublin 
Greenway travel along the coast as much as possible, passing Ballyloughaun beach before heading back to the 
Coast Road, where extensive views of the coastline are available. The exact routing within this corridor will be 
subject to further consultation and assessment.  
 


